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themselves with the true and perfect sacrifice ;
that souls that do this sincerely are caught up,
so to speak, into the heavenly chariot of God, and
move upward thus ; while the merely subjective
and emotional religion is, to continue the meta-
phor, as if a man should gird up his loins to run
in company with the heavenly impulse. They
would say that the objective act of worship may
have a subjective emotional effect, but that it has
a true value quite independent of any subjective
effect. They would say that the idea of sacrifice
is a primal instinct of human nature, implanted in
hearts by God himself, and borne witness to by
the whole history of man.
Those who, like myself, believe rather in the
subjective side, the emotional effect of religion,
would hold that the idea of sacrifice is certainly
a primal human instinct, but that the true inter-
pretation has been put upon it by the teaching of
Christ. I should myself feel that the idea of sacri-
fice belonged wholly to the old dispensation. That
man, when he began to form some mental picture
of the mysterious nature of the world of which he
found himself a part, saw that there was, in the
background of life, a vast and awful power, whose
laws were mysterious and not, apparently, wholly